
�

�

�

�
�

�
 

 
Including everyone in the benefits of improved water, sanitation and hygiene  
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WaterAid works in this region with Sightsavers International and local partner the Association for Rural 
Development (AMPDR). Together they helped to build a specially designed well for the people of 
Tienfala. It has stones to indicate that the well is close, and it is easily accessible for wheelchairs. 
Residents are able to collect water from this well to water their crops in the nearby fields. The closest 
fields are set aside for blind members of the community, who can later sell their crops in local markets. 
This provides a source of income and allows Sori and other blind residents to make a useful contribution 
within their family and community.  

 
Sori Diarra using a disabled access well  
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Living with River Blindness 

Thousands of people in water stressed regions of 
West Africa who suffer from river blindness 
experience problems accessing even improved 
water supplies or sanitation facilities.  
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Through discussion with disabled users in villages across Mali, WaterAid and its local partners are 
continuing to identify barriers to access and to develop suggestions and solutions for those 
suffering from blindness, including both adaptations to existing facilities and new designs. 
 

 

Ba Mousso Koro (pictured left) is also blind. She 
now has a raised toilet to help her. Before she 
couldn’t easily find the hole in the pit toilet and had 
to feel with her hands.  

    I can use my stick to guide me to the latrine. I 
then feel for the wall and that guides me. Because I 
was very old it was difficult for me to locate the pit 
latrine and so I used my hands to locate the pit. It 
was difficult for me to stand.  

The new toilet has also helped the community to 
think about the problems that disability brings. Ba 
Mousso Koro says,     Now we have a committee and 
so whenever we have a meeting about development 
we are involved. In Mali we have the solidarity spirit.  
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Many of the residents in Tienfala, a village in western Mali, became blind after collecting water from the 
local river. Black flies that breed in the water spread river blindness when they bite villagers, passing on 
parasitical worms that cause the disease. 
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Sori Diarra (pictured left) has been blind for 
15 years:    

    If there is one thing in my life I regret it is 
going blind. It is such a big challenge. This 
is what I suffer from the most. Movement is 
a problem.  
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Registered charity numbers 288701 (England and Wales) and SC039479 (Scotland) 

WaterAid’s mission is to overcome poverty by  
enabling the world’s poorest people to gain access  
to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education. 
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