Water, s anitation and hygiene education in Mali

In Mali, access to water is a daily struggle. People in rural villages can walk as much as seven hours a
day to find water in the dry season. As climatic changes bring a reduction in rainfall, wells and water
points are drying out earlier in the year and water tables drop deeper.

This increasing water scarcity is compounded by severe poverty . More than eight million Malians do
not have access to adequate sanitation,  which has lasting impacts on their health: water and sanitation
related diseases are the first and third most common cause of death respectively, contributing to the fact
that more than three and a half million people in Mali will not survive past the age of 40.

This year, WaterAid Mali and our partners aim to help approximately 19,000 people gain access to the
life saving provisions of water, sanitation and hygiene education through a specific programme of work
based in seven rural areas across Mali.

Some facts about Mali...

One of the poorest countries in the world —
72% of the population live on less than $2 per
day

Two thirds of the country is covered with
desert

Three million people across Mali live without a
safe water supply

Every year, over 21,000 children under five die
of diarrhoeal diseases in Mali, and one in five
children will die before their fifth birthday

. Guinea worm and river blindness from infected
/ GHANA rivers is widespread
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Inadequate investment in water and sanitation servi ces

A third of all existing wells and handpumps in Mali are broken, but the lack of technical expertise  within
local governments means that there is approximately only one engineer for every 170 water points. Only
2% of Mali’s national budget is invested in water and less than 1% in sanitation. After consultations with
WaterAid, the Government of Mali recently approved a new National Sanitation Policy to begin tackling
the problems in a more structured way, and help the millions of Malians that lack access to vital water
and sanitation services.

Naba Coulibaly (pictured here) is chief o f Simba
East, a village in western Mali without access to a

safe water supply . Naba says,
1
We can’t say we are satisfied — we want quality

water. We don’t have any choice. It is very dirty.
We think we have stagnant water. We have lots of
diseases including malaria and stomach upsets.
We know that water from boreholes is safe. ~ The
equipment needed to construct a borehole is too
expensive for us — they cost too much. n




WaterAid works in Mali through seven local partners, who work with com  munities to implement
projects directly. Developing the skills of local g overnment and communities to plan and manage
projects independently is a vital part of WaterAid’ s approach, contributing to the long term
sustainability of its work. Local initiatives are b est placed to provide appropriate and practical
support to communities, who are also better placed to understand their rights as a result.

WaterAid has been working in Mali since 2000, and currently has projects in five regions as well
as the capital, Bamako . Last year WaterAid helped over 37,000 people gain access to safe water
and another 32,000 people gain access to sanitation across Mali, improving their health and
quality of life. The promotion of good hygiene messages to over 67,000 people also helped to
reduce incidences of diarrhoea and other sanitation related diseases.

WaterAid works at both loc al and national levels in Mali. Here Djibbril Coulibaly, Project
Coordinator for one of WaterAid's local partners Ji Gl (meaning ‘hope’), explains how he
helps local people access improved water and sanita  tion services:

Lt So far we have built standpipes and public

latrines in markets, and have set up a savings fund

for women. We have built an informal education

centre to teach women literacy, and other skills li ke
how to make traditional soap, income activities tha  t
are linked to their access to water. We usually wor  k
with the help of the community groups that we set

up, like the management support group and masons
that construct sanitation infrastructure. ”

WATERAID MALI FOCUS PROJECT: ADDRESSING THE ISSUE OF ACCESS TO SAFE
WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES FOR MALI'S RURAL POOR .

What does the project aim to achieve?

WaterAid hopes to improve the living conditions of poor people in Mali through better access to
safe water, sanitation and hygiene education by installing simple technologies and promoting
good hygiene practices in rural and urban communities. Local governments and communities
will also be trained to maintain their new facilities. In this project, WaterAid will be working in
seven rural districts  in Southern Mali to deliver these services.

Following decentralisation for the provision of water and sanitation services, from national to local
governments, the project also aims to address the technical and financial challenges faced by the
country. To this end, WaterAid will influence the Government of Mali to increase budgets to the
water and sanitation sectors by developing and collecting examples of good practice,

innovative approaches and new technologies, and improving the ability of local governments
to provide effective, inclusive and sustainable local water and sanitation services.

This project is progressive: it marries its practical work with the poorest and most vulnerable
communities with campaign , research and advocacy activities which help to bring the benefits
of WaterAid's activities to a much larger audience. The global issue of access to water and
sanitation cannot be solved project by project — it is vital that governments prioritise this work. In
Mali, WaterAid works within the framework of the Local Millennium Development Goal

Initiative . This seeks to focus global targets on sustainable access to water and sanitation at the
local level, and supports local governments to achieve the Millennium Development Goals. The
process is designed to be more responsive to citizens by involving them in planning and

decision making.



How will the project achievet hese aims?

Over the next year, WaterAid Mali will work through the five key actions of service delivery, developing
and promoting innovative approaches, campaigning, influencing and sharing information. These actions,
designed to work together and compliment each other to obtain lasting change in the water and
sanitation situation of thousands of vulnerable people in Mali, will enable WaterAid to deliver effective
services and to create an environment where the water and sanitation needs of the poorest are

prioritised and addressed.

Delivering sustainable water, sanitation and hygiene

services to rural villages

WaterAid tackles the problems of increasing water scarcity and a lack of good sanitation or hygiene in
Mali by introducing appropriate technologies such as easy access, low cost latrines and by
implementing proven approaches such as school based hygiene education. Considering issues of
equity, gender, disability and inclusion in all projects, such as building easy access wells for those
affected by river blindness and employing disabled people to work as handpump attendants, ensures

WaterAid’s work targets and helps the most vulnerable

Developing innovative approaches and
technologies for use across the sector

WaterAid has been working closely with its
partners to develop innovative approaches such
as rainwater harvesting tanks and
community led total sanitation . To reach
more poor and vulnerable people, these
approaches and technologies are replicated by
partner organisations. Currently, WaterAid's
raised seat latrine, which is accessible to
disabled and elderly people, is being taken up
and implemented by similar non governmental
organisations (NGOs) working in water,
sanitation and hygiene in Mali.

Sharing experiences for decentralised water
and sanitation delivery

In early 2009 WaterAid launched a Regional
Learning Centre in Mali to train those working
on water, sanitation and hygiene, encourage
innovation and research, and promote best
practice. The centre focuses on providing
training and support to local authorities to help
them overcome the financial and technical
challenges they face. The project aims to
ensure that all those responsible for providing
safe water, hygiene and sanitation have access
to the appropriate knowledge to deliver
services effectively.

Campaigning o n the right s of all to access
adequate water and sanitation services

WaterAid empowers ordinary citizens to
demand their right to water and sanitation
by running awareness raising campaigns
around the issues relating to the provision of
these vital services. This helps communities
to understand governments’ water and
sanitation policies and to question the local
government about service provision.
Campaigns run this year will also raise the
profile of key issues such as water poverty
and the lack of accessible latrines.

Influencing national policy change through
effective advocacy

In 2008 WaterAid helped support the
Government of Mali to plan a new National
Sanitation Policy. By developing partnerships
between civil society, government and
technical departments, WaterAid Mali can gain
commitment to the provision of basic water
and sanitation services, influence policy and
guarantee that national plans are sustainable.
This year, WaterAid Mali will work to
institutionalise proven approaches and
technology models to ensure more poor and
marginalised groups can access improved
water and sanitation.



WATERAID MALI FOCUS PROJECT: ADDRESSING THE ISSUE O F ACCESS TO
SAFE WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES FOR MALI'S RURAL POOR

OVER THE NEXT YEAR, WATERAID MALI AIMS TO...

Improve the lives of approximately 19,000 people through access to adequate sanitation and
improved hygiene practices and over 10,000 people through access to safe water in seven
rural districts in Southern Mali: Ansongo, Koro, Bambara, Kemeni, Mondoro, Touna, Koporona.

Develop innovative approaches and technologies for service providers, other NGOs and
government institutions to replicate across the country in order to reach more people.

Empower ordinary citizens to demand better water and sanitation facilities from local governments
and service providers, through campaigns focusing on their rights to these services

Provide training for those involved in the water and sanitation sector in Mali, helping to build
leadership, financial management, organisational an d technical skills

Influence national government to increase the national budgets for the water and san  itation
sectors by 5% - currently 2.2% for water and only 0.22% for sanitation.

Support 23 local governments to achieve local Millennium Development Goal targets.

WHAT YOUR SUPPORT CAN ACHIEVE.....

This project is designed to make the most effective use of your money — helping vulnerable
communities gain access to water, sanitation and hygiene education.

As well as promoting new and innovative approaches, service delivery in rural villages will
generate evidence that can be used to influence policies and practices; while building the skills of
stakeholders — such as community members, local governments, service providers and NGOs —
will ensure that services are delivered effectively and sustainably. This means that every pound
you spend could not only go towards introducing a n ew water supply or latrine but also
enable other service providers to support communiti es across Mali with the same

innovative technology for years to come.

We are directing donations of between £5,000 and £50,000 towards these seven rural
communities . Without this much needed support approximately 19,000 of the poorest people
will remain unable to access basic latrines and safe drinking water. Funding this project will also
mean that you are supporting WaterAid’s work to develop innovative ideas , build local, national
and regional capacities, influence policy and assist national and local governments . In
addition, your support will help to ensure that many more communities in rural Mali can gain
access to effective, lasting, life saving water and sanitatio n services .

We hope that you would like to support WaterAid's w ork in Mali and
help to transform the lives of some of the world’s poorest people

THANK YOU

WaterAid’'s mission is to overcome poverty by
enabling the world’s poorest people to gain access
to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education.
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