Advocacy in Action: Mali

Mobilising decision-makers to amplify results

Progress towards the water and sanitation targets of the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGSs) are so off track in
sub-Saharan Africa that at current rates the target for
water will not be met until at least 2035 (twenty years late)
with the target for sanitation not due to be met until 2108
(93 years behind schedule!).

While WaterAid is committed to supporting rural and
urban poor directly, we recognise that we cannot reach all
vulnerable children and adults by project work alone. By
building networks and influencing national policies and
strategies, we aim to seek changes in government

policies, attitudes, power relations, and institutional More than three million Malians do
functioning to ensure the provision of basic water and not have access to a safe supply of
sanitation services for all. water and eight million lack

adequate sanitation facilities.

«« Water is the highest priority of the
country. Sanitation is related closely to
water and we consider it a very
important part of development. | am
convinced water and sanitation are vital
for the economic growth of the country.
The whole thing is related. We have to
have a policy to reduce the situation. 77

President Toure of Mali (pictured left)

In Mali, WaterAid has been working with President Amadou Toumani Toure, who was re-elected in
2007. WaterAid’'s work with the President and relevant Ministries for water and sanitation has helped
President Toure become a tireless ambassador for sanitation across the West African region.

On 19 January 2009 the president recognised the work of WaterAid's Fatoumata Haidara by awarding
her a prestigious Chevalier de L'Ordre National award, on 19 January 2009, noting WaterAid®
contribution in improving access to water, sanitation and improved hygiene for poor and marginalised
citizens in Mali.

The success of WaterAid’s advocacy work in Mali was recently rewarded when the government
adopted a new National Sanitation Policy in January 2009, as a result of several meetings between
the Malian President and WaterAid staff. At these meetings the adoption of a policy to end water
poverty and make improved sanitation a priority was advocated. WaterAid staff helped to identify
appropriate and innovative approaches, such as community- led total sanitation (CLTS) and equity
and inclusion.



WaterAid’'s mission is to overcome poverty by
enabling the world’s poorest people to gain access
to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education.
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